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"David Sedaris's ability to transform the mortification of everyday life into wildly entertaining art,"

(The Christian Science Monitor) is elevated to wilder and more entertaining heights than ever in this

remarkable new book. Trying to make coffee when the water is shut off, David considers using the

water in a vase of flowers and his chain of associations takes him from the French countryside to a

hilariously uncomfortable memory of buying drugs in a mobile home in rural North Carolina. In essay

after essay, Sedaris proceeds from bizarre conundrums of daily life-having a lozenge fall from your

mouth into the lap of a fellow passenger on a plane or armoring the windows with LP covers to

protect the house from neurotic songbirds-to the most deeply resonant human truths. Culminating in

a brilliant account of his venture to Tokyo in order to quit smoking, David Sedaris's sixth essay

collection is a new masterpiece of comic writing from "a writer worth treasuring" (Seattle Times).

Praise for When You Are Engulfed in Flames:"Older, wiser, smarter and meaner, Sedaris...defies

the odds once again by delivering an intelligent take on the banalities of an absurd life." --Kirkus

ReviewsThis latest collection proves that not only does Sedaris still have it, but he's also getting

better....Sedaris's best stuff will still--after all this time--move, surprise, and entertain."

--BooklistTable of Contents:It's CatchingKeeping UpThe UnderstudyThis Old HouseBuddy, Can

You Spare a Tie?Road TripsWhat I LearnedThat's AmoreThe Monster MashIn the Waiting

RoomSolutions to Saturday's PuzzleAdult Figures Charging Toward a Concrete ToadstoolMemento

MoriAll the Beauty You Will Ever NeedTown and CountryAerialThe Man in the HutOf Mice and

MenApril in ParisCrybabyOld FaithfulThe Smoking Section --This text refers to the Paperback

edition.
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Writer/humorist David Sedaris' sixth book delivers the hilarity and razor-sharp wit, social

commentary, and tenderness of his previous books, but fans of Me Talk Pretty One Day, Dress

Your Family in Corduroy and Denim, and Naked may be in for a bit of a disappointment. His

previous smashing success has made it increasingly hard for him to top himself. Upon diving into

Sedaris' latest collection of autographical essays, one can't help but feel De' Ja' Vu. Any fans will

have already seen all of these essays featured in the New Yorker magazine already over the past

three or four years. I was a bit disappointed to get the "Wait a minute, I've read this before!" feeling

with the opening story, "It's Catching," about his mother-in-law's medical bout with a worm living

under her skin. But I guess we can't really blame Mr. Sedaris for the fact that we love him so much

that we've already read pretty much all of these in The New Yorker, Esquire, etc. magazines.Fans

of Augusten Burroughs will enjoy Sedaris and also recognize him as a much more believable writer

of the memoir. Unlike previous collections which each focus on one part of his life, "When You Are

Engulfed in Flames," covers the range of Sedaris' anecdotal life: from childhood and life at home

with his mom and sisters, to his adult life, including when he first moved to Paris and dropped out of

French classes and ran around telling everyone "D'accord" because of his limited vocabulary.

Because this book covers such a wide Sedaris life range, it feels almost like a "best of" kind of

collection.
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